Winning Books for Book Discu ssion Groups (Grades 4-6)

What makes a good book for a childrenOsook group? First, in Lexington, we
look for books that both the adult leaders and the children like. The books have
to work on more than one level: not only does the basic plot have to engage the
reader, but the book must also provide opportunities for delving deeper into
either characters or situations. In short, there has to be something else to discuss
besides just what happened in the story!

The ten books listed below have been tested and have been proven to be good
ones to spark a lively discussion. They are loosely arranged in ascending order
of difficulty.
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e, Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo N
- ) Q@”tj (2000 Blue Ribbon Book-Center for ChildrenOs
e Books; 2001 ALA Notable Children®s00k; 2001
Because of Newbery Honor Book; 2002 Massachusetts
Winn Dixie Children® Book Award)

Ten year-old OpalOsscruffy dog becomes a bridge
between her and some other lonely people as she
adjusts to a new home and the realization that her
mother will not be coming back.

The Eqgypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder
(1968 Newbery Honor Book)

A deserted storage yard behind an old antique
shop becomes the imaginary Land of Egypt for a
mixed group of children. Their game takes an
ominous turn when a murder occurs in the
neighborhood.

The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
(1984 Newbery Honor Book)

Left alone to guard his familyOsiew home in 18™
century Maine, Matt manages to survive only
because local Native Americans teach him their
skills.




Everything on a Waffle by Polly Horvath
(2001 Boston Globe/Horn Book Honor Book; 2002 ALA
Notable ChildrenO€3o0k; 2002 Newbery Honor Book)

When eleven-year-old Primrose SquarpOs parents
disappear at sea off the coast of British Columbia, she
just knows in her heart that they will return. That faith
sustains her well in her humorous encounters with the
adults to whom her care has been entrusted.

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

FEisioeues s cons ol
o ' (2000 Newbery Award; 2000 ALA Notable
Bud, ChildrenO$Book; 2000 Coretta Scott King Award,

2002 Massachusetts ChildrenO®Book Award Honor
Book)

| Not Buddy %

Ten-year-old Bud Caldwell escapes a bad foster
home during the Depression and sets out to find the
man he thinks might be his father. Old flyers left by
his dead mother lead him to search for a famous
jazz bandleader.

[

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C.
O@rien
(1972 Newbery Winner)

In this animal fantasy a widowed mouse is helped
by a society of rats whose former imprisonment in a
laboratory has left them with a superior intellect.

The JanitorOBoy by Andrew Clements
(2001 Massachusetts Book Award; 2003
Massachusetts ChildrenO€8Book Award Honor Book)

When Jack, a fifth grader, is embarrassed because
his classmates have discovered that his father is
one of the schoolOganitors, he turns his anger onto
his father and acts out.
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Flying Solo by Ralph Fletcher
(2002 Massachusetts ChildrenOBook Award Honor Book)

Individual sixth-graders react differently when the class
decides not to report that a substitute teacher has failed to
show up and theyOrdeft to their own devices.

The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke

(2002 Book Sense Book of the Year; 2003 ALA
Notable ChildrenO®800k; 2003 Mildred L. Batchelder
Medal winner; 2005 Massachusetts ChildrenO$8o0ok
Award)

Escaping an aunt who wants to separate them,
orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo run away to
Venice. There they are sheltered by a band of

street urchins and their leader, the mysterious OThief
LordOwhile also dodging the detective hired to

return them to their aunt.

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko

(2005 Newbery Honor Book; 2005 Best Books for Young
Adults; 2005 ALA Notable Book-older readers; Master-listed
for the 2006-2007 Massachusetts ChildrenO88ook Award)

In 1935 twelve-year-old Moose must adjust when his father
takes a job as a prison guard and moves the family, -
including MooseOsutistic sister, to Alcatraz Island. GENNIFER CHOLDENKO




