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by Andrew Wales

The Animal FableThe Animal Fable



2



3



4

What does research say about 
the educational use of comics 
and how can today’s teacher 
implement that research?

Hypothesis:

-- that research would 
support the use of 
comics as a teaching 
tool and a unit of 
instruction could help 
facilitate the learning 
of art objectives and 
language arts 
objectives.

Here are comments from real 
people about comics in the 
classroom:

• Comics have NO place in 
schools. That should be a 
‘duh’.

• BS. It is a pass given to a 
generation of malcontents who 
don’t want to learn or have not 
been given training in English 
and Reading. Their brains are 
mush because no one has 
challenged them.

•Talk about the dumbing down of America.

•We don’t have time for this fluff.

•How long will it be before this muck satisfies the ‘literature’ 
requirement?
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Why use comics?

• A great teaching 
tool for teaching 
just about any 
subject, including 
art.

• Reading/writing/
art connection.

• Kids like them.

Why do comics appeal to children?

•They are simplified.

•They are often funny.

Sequential art- art in which a sequence of juxtaposed images tell a 
story or communicate a message.

Comics- a hybrid of art and literature.  

A form of art which was once 
“beneath contempt” is now 
being analyzed by scholars in 
the the fields of art, history, 
sociology, psychology, 
philosophy and religion.  

“I have devoted the last 20 
years to developing the 
comic strip into a serious 
teaching tool.  This is the 
thing I’m proud of.  

I’ll teach anything with that 
tool.”  

-Will Eisner

Arguments against 
Comics:

• Isn’t there 
sometimes 
objectionable 
material in comics?
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Research has debunked 
the  ridiculous claims of 
the 1950s anti-comics 
literature.

Why use comics to teach?

1.  It facilitates visual learning 
styles.
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Why use comics to teach?

2.  Comics build on a child’s 
prior knowledge.

Why use comics to teach?

They’re great for the 
struggling reader.

•Light reading leads to 
heavier reading.

•If kids who hate reading 
become voracious readers, 
how is that fluff?
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Because it is both art and literature is there the potentialto be both 
a literary and artistic masterpiece?  

A Comics Curriculum:  
Reading, writing and drawing.

Grade 2:

•Reading aloud.

•Creating original characters.

•Using speech balloons.
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Third grade.  Review of conventions of the genre.

Comic Book 

Book Reports

•Students illustrate one 
scene from a book the 
whole class is familiar 

with.

•By putting all of the 
pictures together, 

they’ve created a comic 
book adaptation of that 

book.

Many teachers have 
cartoon lessons, but few 
have comics lessons.

In this day of high-stakes testing, 

what can the art teacher do to help?

PA Standard for Reading, Writing and Speaking 1.3.C:  
Describe how the author uses literary devices to convey 
meaning.   

A fourth grade benchmark for our school:

•Understand literary devices such as onomatopoeia, 
alliteration, and hyperbole
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Fourth Grade:  Onomatopoeia Cartoons

Objective:  As the student reads aloud, can they recognize 
examples of onomatopoeia?  

Next, can students make a comic drawing that uses onomatopoeia?
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Can you find the hyperbole 
on this classic comic book 
cover?

Alliteration- repeating initial 
consonant sounds.

They used them a lot in the 
“Silver Age”.

Source: 

The Silver Age Marvel Comics Cover Index

http://www.samcci.comics.org

The Spectacular Super 
Sea Cucumber

The Super Savior of the Sea!

The most amazing, 
breathtaking hero ever!

“I relish saving my friends!”

“Bad guys, prepare to be 
pickled!”
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Evaluation of the Fourth Grade Project

81% of students could define the three terms.
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Fifth Grade Project:  
Points of View

Fifth Grade Project:  
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Fifth Grade Project:  
Points of View

Fifth Grade Project:  
Points of View

Fifth Grade Project:  
Points of View

Create one page of a 
comic story.

•Panels.

•Variety of points of 
view.

•Speech balloons.

•Characters created 
the previous year.

How about Homework?
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What are the best 
comics for kids?

“The Fog Mound” 
series by Susan 
Schade and Jon 
Buller

This is a comic 
book/chapter book 
hybrid. 

“What it Is” by Lynda 
Barry

There are comics – and 
then there are comics 
that make you want to 
make comics!

“Phase 7” Comics by 
Alec Longstreth

Self-published in 
“zine” format. 

“Transition” by Alec 
Longstreth
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“Mimi’s Doughnuts 
Zine” by Marek 
Bennett

Marek won the Xeric 
Award and a trade 
paperback is coming 
out soon.

The Bone Series by Jeff 
Smith

A series of nine graphic 
novels for grades 4 and up.

A re-imagining of the classic 
Golden Age stories of 
Captain Marvel

By Jeff Smith.

A superhero stories that 
examines current political 
issues relating to safety 
versus individual rights.

How far should the 
government go in restricting 
our rights to protect us?

“Amulet” by Kazu 
Kibuishi
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Flight Explorer

An anthology edited by 
Kazu Kibuishi

“American Born Chinese” by 
Gene Yang

A high school math teacher 
and graphic novelist

The Baby-Sitters Club

By Raina Telgemeir, one of the 
really great women cartoonists 
of our time.

A series of three (so far) 
graphic novel adaptations of 
this series.

Deals with real kid issues of 
divorce, step-parents, health 
problems, etc.

“Crogan’s Vengeance” by 
Chris Schweizer

Historical fiction.

Usagi Yojimbo by Stan 
Sakai

Anthropomorphic retelling 
of Japanese history and 
folklore.

17th Century Feudal Japan.

For the teacher of today, the comics are too great a 
resource to ignore.  This medium has tremendous potential to 
teach.  A lot of the findings by researchers in the 40’s are still 
valid today and are supported by recent research. 
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Because there 
are benefits to using 
them in different 
capacities for both art 
and language arts, I 
think that every teacher 
should include some 
unit on the art of 
comics within their 
curriculum. 

Become a SUPER Teacher ---

Use COMICS to Teach!

Stay tuned!  Updates to Teaching 
with the Power of Comics  will 
appear at Panel Discussion, or…

www.andrewwales.blogspot.com

Comics:  The Invisible Art

What is closure?
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